
Christmas Five: Simon and Anna, Witnesses
Location:  Jerusalem Temple

Devotional for Teachers: Application 

Bible: Luke 2:22-38 (Paraphrase Luke 2:22-27, Read 2:27-38) NIrV

Lesson:  Do you remember when God had Moses write down some rules.  Those 
rules helped the Israelites stay close to God.   Joseph and Mary needed to take baby 
Jesus to the Temple to be dedicated and Mary cleaned.  They offered a sacrifice to 
God.  (a sacrifice is something you want to keep but you give it back to God because 
you trust him.)
In the Temple that day was a very old man, Simeon, and very old women, Anna.  
 The man, Simeon, was told by God that he would not die until he had seen Je-
sus with his own eyes.  So the day Jesus was there, the Holy Spirit told him to go to 
the place Jesus was in the Temple.  (A Temple is like a church)  When he saw Jesus 
He was so excited!  
28 Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said, 29 “Lord, you are the 
King over all.  Now let me, your servant, go in peace.  That is what you promised.  30 
My eyes have seen your salvation.  31 You have prepared it in the sight of all people.  
32 It is a light to be given to those who aren’t Jews.  It will bring glory to your people 
Israel.”
33 The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them. He said to Mary, Jesus’ mother, “This child is going to cause 
many people in Israel to fall and to rise. God has sent him. But many will speak 
against him. 35 The thoughts of many hearts will be known. A sword will wound your 
own soul too.”
  36 There was also a prophet named Anna. She was the daughter of Penuel 
from the tribe of Asher. Anna was very old. After getting married, she lived with her 
husband seven years. 37 Then she was a widow until she was 84. She never left the 
temple. She worshiped night and day, praying and going without eating.  38 Anna 
came up to Jesus’ family at that very moment. She gave thanks to God. And she 
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the time when Jerusalem 
would be set free.

Important Point:  God’s plan to for Jesus is told before it happened.  
Prophesy: Something amazing that is said and comes true later.

Directions: Print out Simon and Anna, Witnesses; Simeon’s Prophesy To Jesus; and 
Anna Rejoices and cut out, one for each child, Simeon’s Prophesy and Anna Re-
joices.  Cut 2-3inches pieces of red or green ribbon for each child and glue one rib-
bon to the top of Simeon’s Prophesy and one to the top of Anna Rejoices.  Have the 
children color Simeon and Anna, Witnesses and use gift stickers to attach Simeon’s 



Prophesy beside Simeon on the Simon and Anna, Witnesses page and Anna Rejoic-
es beside Anna. 
Materials:  colors, scissors, red or green ribbon (6inches/child), glue, Gift Stickers.  If 
you don’t have Gift Stickers print out the Gift Sticker Pictures below and glue them to 
the page.



Luke 2:26-32;36-38:   6 The Spirit had told Simeon that he would not die before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 The Spirit led him into the temple courtyard.  Then 
Jesus’ parents brought the child in. They came to do for him what the Law required.
28 Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said, 29 “Lord, you are the 
King over all.  Now let me, your servant, go in peace.  That is what you promised.  
30 My eyes have seen your salvation.  31 You have prepared it in the sight of all 
people.  32 It is a light to be given to those who aren’t Jews.  It will bring glory to 
your people Israel.” 

36 There was also a prophet named Anna. She was the daughter of Penuel from the 
tribe of Asher. Anna was very old. After getting married, she lived with her husband 
seven years. 37 Then she was a widow until she was 84. She never left the temple. 
She worshiped night and day, praying and going without eating.  38 Anna came up 
to Jesus’ family at that very moment. She gave thanks to God. And she spoke about 
the child to all who were looking forward to the time when Jerusalem would be set 
free.

Simeon and Anna, Witnesses



Simeon’s and Anna’s Prophecies

Simeon’s Prophesy
Luke 2:29-32, 34-35 
29 “Lord, you are the King over 
all.  Now let me, your servant, go in 
peace.  That is what you promised.  
30 My eyes have seen your salva-
tion.  31 You have prepared it in the 
sight of all people.  32 It is a light to 
be given to those who aren’t Jews.  
It will bring glory to your people 
Israel.”
He said to Mary, Jesus’ mother, 
“This child is going to cause many 
people in Israel to fall and to rise. 
God has sent him. But many will 
speak against him. 35 The thoughts 
of many hearts will be known. A 
sword will wound your own soul 
too.”

Anna Rejoices: 
Luke 2:38
38 Anna came up to 
Jesus’ family at that 
very moment. She 
gave thanks to God. 
And she spoke about 
the child to all who 
were looking forward 
to the time when Je-
rusalem would be set 
free.
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