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1 Corinthians 13
Location:  Map of the Middle East: Moab and Israel 

Devotional for Teachers: App
YouTube:  If the links don’t work, go to SundaySchoolLady’s YouTube Channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/user/SundaySchoolLady
Week one: What is Love? -God, action, our identity, and eternal
 “They will know we are Christians by our love” by margyhill  
Week Two: What God’s type of love is not?  1.  Love is not conditional.  2. It not a 
feeling, 3. It is not always fun.  4. It is not always getting every thing you want
 “Brazil: Garbage Dump Treasure“ by SideBySideUSA  
Week Three:  What does God’s love do? 1. casts out fear (1 John 4:18)  gives cour-
age, rest,  2. never fails 3. power to save/protect
 Hayati, Tsunami Survival (Named: “hurricane katrina disaster storm tor-
nado wind”) by Humbleyoself
Week Four: God’s love can reach the lost
 “East Timor Video - Love Them Like Jesus” by pphbrethrenchurch
--Just because I can speak the lang., even if I have a great sermon, or give up all my 
stuff to feed these poor people and don’t show the people I love them.  Nothing will 
ever come of it.

Additional Material:  
Songs:  “Love is...” by God Rocks.  The mp3 is .99 cents at the GodrocksVideo.
com store.
GodRocks! BibleToons: Grow In The Lord - DVD

Activities:  Sign Language Remembering Clues
1 If I could speak all the languages (language: two “l hand” in front of you 
wiggle out to either side of you) of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 
would only be a noisy (Noise: pinch your earlobe and make an annoyed face) 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s (Understood: 
index finger that is pointing at your head flicks outward) (God: flat hand with 
thumb towards you moves from above your head to your chest) secret plans 
and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move moun-
tains (Faith: point to your head and then pretend to grab something in front 
of you) (Mountain: hit one fist on top of the other and the show the mountain 
side), but didn’t love others, I would be nothing (Nothing: fingers together in 
front and the move to the sides with flat hands downward, showing nothing).  
3 If I gave (Gave: closed hand at stomach look like you are holding some-
thing moves away from the body to give it away) everything I have to the poor 
and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I 
would have gained nothing (Nothing: fingers together in front and the move to 
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the sides with flat hands, showing nothing).

(NIV) 4 Love is patient, (Patient: an “a” shape hand, slide thumb over lips) 
love is kind. It does not envy, (Not envy: Bit your index finger nail) , it does not 
boast, it is not proud. (Not Proud: “a hand” pulled up the front of your chest) 
5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, (Selfish:  both hands are in a “3” shape 
in front of you and the grab and pull something closer)  it is not easily angered 
and it keeps no record wrongs. (No record: place one arm up with the elbow 
bent, the opposite finger tips tap their way down the hand and arm and shake 
your head no) 6 Love does not delight in evil (evil: Index fingers start as 2 
fangs, move away from each  other to make a circle. -also a circle of sin) but 
rejoices with the truth. (Truth: index finger moves from the mouth outward) 7 It 
always protects (Protect: closed fist cross at wrists, in front of your face), al-
ways trusts, (Trust: open hands face your body.  They move away and close 
as if grabbing something.), always hopes, always perseveres. (Persevere:  
fists in front of your body with thumbs touching, now push-out away from your 
body) 

13 ...these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
NIV
(Faith: point to your head and then pretend to grab something in front of you 
Hope: Index finger points to the head and then both hands bend at the knuck-
les in front of the face
Love: make fists with both hands and cross your arms across your chest)

Materials: Video and printout of Remembering Clues

Bible:  1 Corinthians 13:1-4 NLT, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7,13 NIV

Lesson Week Two: What God’s love is not!
Youtube Video week two:
“Brazil: Garbage Dump Treasure“ by SideBySideUSA

Lesson week two:  1. It’s not a feeling  2. Love is not conditional.  3. It is not always 
fun.  4. It is not getting everything you want.

Have you ever said that you love something.  Like, “I love ice cream!”  Or “I love 
chocolate!”  Does that mean we love it so much we want to marry it?  -no, that is silly.  
How about we love it like a brother or sister?  Sometimes we wouldn’t mind turning 
our brother or sister into a chocolate bar, but they wouldn’t be very fun to play with 
then either.  So do we love ice cream so much that it would make a best friend?  -no, 
best friends tend not to melt in the sun or give you a tummy ache.  So why do we say 
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we love so many things?  It can be quite confusing, and the truth is that many people 
are confused about what love is and is not.  The greek people during Jesus time 
had 4 different words for different types of love.  That might help our society today 
straighten out what kind of love they mean to say.  Last week we talked about what 
God’s type of love is.  Does anyone remember our verses from last week?

1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love oth-
ers, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, 
but didn’t love others, I would be nothing.  

Can anyone tell us what love is?  --Love is God; it is an action through us; it is our 
identity; and it is eternal.  Love serves everyone, especially enemies and those that 
are “least” around us.
 God’s type of love can not be completely clear to us unless we talk about what 
it is not.  Many people are confused about love, because they don’t understand 
God’s type of love.  
1.  Love is not a feeling, that makes love an action and a choice.  We talked about 
this last week.  I think it is so important that we can talk about it again in the context 
of feelings.  You don’t need to feel happy inside to love someone.  Husbands and 
wives sometimes have to choose to love each other.  Children need to choose to 
love their bothers and sisters, and teenagers need to sometimes choose to love their 
parents, and visa versa.  There are times that you won’t be very lovable, (me too) but 
God still loves us.  God wants us to love others the way he loves us.  That brings me 
to the second “not.”
2.  Love is not conditional.  That means it doesn’t depend on what is happening 
around us and love doesn’t depend on what a person looks like, what they do or what 
they smell like.  God’s love exists no matter what.  For example, lets say there was 
a fire in this building.  Does that mean that I don’t have to love?  We have to get out, 
but we still have to love whether we get out or not.  What happens if someone set 
the fire because he didn’t like us?  Does that mean we don’t have to love him?  --no.  
Love, God’s type, doesn’t depend on anything but the Nature of God.  Since God is 
love and he can do anything, but change his nature (God can’t change his nature.)... 
love will always exist.  We should always love other people, as God loves.  
3.  Love is not always fun.  Loving God’s way is not always going to be fun.  It is 
always going to be right, but not always fun.  The Bible says God disciplines those 
he loves. (Hebrews 12:6, Proverbs 3:12)  Does anyone here like to be punished?  Do 
you think your parents do it because they love you? --yes.  Because they have been 
alive longer they know the ugly places bad behavior can lead.  And they want to keep 
you from those bad places.  God disciplines us too and if you don’t listen to your par-
ents you will get a punishment from God.  Because God loves you and wants things 
that are best for you.  God’s Ten Commandments are rules for a good life.  Follow 
them and you will stay out of a lot of trouble in your life.  When you love someone, it 
may not look like the love the world tells us about.  For example: Pretend, you know 
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a friend who loves to eat nails.  To love this person do you give him more nails to 
eat?  --no.  Why?  --because he is hurting himself.  Often people mistakenly think 
love is giving someone anything they want.  But that is not love.  It won’t be love to 
the nail-eating guy either.  And that brings us to the final point.
4.  Love is not getting everything you want.  Just like nail-eating guy, we shouldn’t 
get everything we think we want.  You need to ask God, read the Bible and talk to 
a wise person, to know what to get and where to go.  God has the answers.  Some 
times he says “yes,” sometimes “no,” and sometimes “wait.”  He always has a good 
reason even if you don’t like the answer.  He can see things you don’t.  God has 
given each of you parents to help see things you can’t.  It is for your protection and 
for your best, even when you don’t like it.
 Because of all the confusion about the difference between God’s love and 
the world’s love, knowing how to love can be confusing.  There are also a lot of well 
meaning friends and family that don’t know or understand God’s type of love, they 
may try to pressure you to go against God’s type of love.  You must choose God’s 
way.
 Now that we understand the same type of love.  Lets talk about how the Bible 
tells us to show that love.  Some people have the gift of giving.  People might say, 
“He would give the shirt off his back.”  And then you might pat him on the back and 
say, “good job giving to the poor.”  We are blessed when we give.  God set it up that 
way.  There is a difference between giving to the poor out of love and giving to the 
poor out of pride.  The difference is eternal.  When you give out of love, the poor not 
only receive things that they need to survive, but they also see Jesus’ love.  Both of 
you get an eternal blessing.  They have the chance to respond to Jesus’ love and 
you get blessings in Heaven.  When you give to make yourself feel important, you 
not only take away your chance to show them Jesus’ love you also lose your reward 
in Heaven.  So when 1 Corinthians 13:3 says,

“If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could 
boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.”

Without love, you are missing out on a lot!   Let’s say all of 1 Corinthians 13 together:
1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love oth-
ers, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, 
but didn’t love others, I would be nothing.  
3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could 
boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.
(NIV) 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
...13 ...these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is 
love. 
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Important Point, week two:  Love is not a feeling, but a choice.  In love you don’t 
always get what you want or have fun, but you should always love no matter who, 
when or where.  

Direction week two:    Print out “The Love Toss” sheet on yellow paper.  We needed 
about 15 sheet to get 30 hearts.  Make bean bags if you don’t have some.
Materials: Hearts printed on yellow paper, 4 bean bags, 2 black markers
Instructions for Game: The Love Toss
Preparation: Divide the class into two teams.  If there are children that can write 
on each team.  Give the hearts and a marker.  Have them think of as many ways to 
love people as they can in ten minutes.  (If you don’t have enough writers, write the 
answers on the chalk board.  Take 5 minutes for each team or ten minutes if you do 
them at the same time.  In this case just give each team the number of hearts they 
earned.)  The more way to love people they have the more hearts they get.  The 
more hearts they get the more targets they will have when the second phase of the 
game starts.  Place the hearts for each team at one end and have each team mem-
ber of one team toss the bean bags at that team hearts.  The team with the most 
bean bags that hit the hearts wins.  Adapt to fit your group.  If they are younger they 
may need more chances to hit the hearts. 
*You don’t have to have a bean bag for each person, just keep track of the hits.

Bean Bag Instructions:
4 small baby socks (ex. 6-18months)
1 cup small white beans or lentals
4 rubber bands or sewing machine
Pour .25 cup uncooked lentils or white beans in each sock and use the rubber bands 
to close the socks.  You can sew the top of the sock for more security.  
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