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1 Corinthians 13
Location:  Map of the Middle East: Moab and Israel 

Devotional for Teachers: 
YouTube:  If the links don’t work, go to SundaySchoolLady’s YouTube Channel at 
http://www.youtube.com/user/SundaySchoolLady
Week one: What is Love? -God, action, our identity, and eternal
 “They will know we are Christians by our love” by margyhill  
Week Two: What God’s type of love is not?  1.  Love is not conditional.  2. It not a 
feeling, 3. It is not always fun.  4. It is not always getting every thing you want
 “Brazil: Garbage Dump Treasure“ by SideBySideUSA  
Week Three:  What does God’s love do? 1. casts out fear (1 John 4:18)  gives cour-
age, rest,  2. never fails 3. power to save/protect
 Hayati, Tsunami Survival (Named: “hurricane katrina disaster storm tor-
nado wind”) by Humbleyoself
Week Four: God’s love can reach the lost
 “East Timor Video - Love Them Like Jesus” by pphbrethrenchurch
--Just because I can speak the lang., even if I have a great sermon, or give up all my 
stuff to feed these poor people and don’t show the people I love them.  Nothing will 
ever come of it.

Additional Material:  
Songs:  “Love is...” by God Rocks.  The mp3 is .99 cents at the GodrocksVideo.
com store.
Found on GodRocks! BibleToons: Grow In The Lord - DVD

Activities:  Sign Language Remembering Clues
1 If I could speak all the languages (language: two “l hand” in front of you 
wiggle out to either side of you) of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 
would only be a noisy (Noise: pinch your earlobe and make an annoyed face) 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s (Understood: 
index finger that is pointing at your head flicks outward) (God: flat hand with 
thumb towards you moves from above your head to your chest) secret plans 
and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move moun-
tains (Faith: point to your head and then pretend to grab something in front 
of you) (Mountain: hit one fist on top of the other and the show the mountain 
side), but didn’t love others, I would be nothing (Nothing: fingers together in 
front and the move to the sides with flat hands downward, showing nothing).  
3 If I gave (Gave: closed hand at stomach look like you are holding some-
thing moves away from the body to give it away) everything I have to the poor 
and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I 
would have gained nothing (Nothing: fingers together in front and the move to 
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the sides with flat hands, showing nothing).

(NIV) 4 Love is patient, (Patient: an “a” shape hand, slide thumb over lips) 
love is kind. It does not envy, (Not envy: Bit your index finger nail) , it does not 
boast, it is not proud. (Not Proud: “a hand” pulled up the front of your chest) 
5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, (Selfish:  both hands are in a “3” shape 
in front of you and the grab and pull something closer)  it is not easily angered 
and it keeps no record wrongs. (No record: place one arm up with the elbow 
bent, the opposite finger tips tap their way down the hand and arm and shake 
your head no) 6 Love does not delight in evil (evil: Index fingers start as 2 
fangs, move away from each  other to make a circle. -also a circle of sin) but 
rejoices with the truth. (Truth: index finger moves from the mouth outward) 7 It 
always protects (Protect: closed fist cross at wrists, in front of your face), al-
ways trusts, (Trust: open hands face your body.  They move away and close 
as if grabbing something.), always hopes, always perseveres. (Persevere:  
fists in front of your body with thumbs touching, now push-out away from your 
body) 

13 ...these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
NIV
(Faith: point to your head and then pretend to grab something in front of you 
Hope: Index finger points to the head and then both hands bend at the knuck-
les in front of the face
Love: make fists with both hands and cross your arms across your chest)

Materials: Video and printout of Remembering Clues

Bible:  1 Corinthians 13:1-4 NLT, 1 Corinthians 13:4-7,13 NIV

Lesson Week One
Youtube Video Week Two:
“They will know we are Christians by our love” by margyhill  

Lesson week one:  What is Love?- let them tell you.
We are going to learn 1 Corinthians 13 (NLT), but first I’m going to read to you a 

1 Corinthians 13 for Kids:
If I could use my words especially the “nice ones” like please, thanks you and excuse 
me all the time, but I did not love other people, I would be like a nosey toy, that is OK 
for me to play but not others.
If I could remember my Bible verses and understood everything my Sunday School 
teacher told me, but did not love other people, I would be nothing.
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If I gave away all my allowance and toys to poor boys and girls, but if I did not love 
other people, God would not be happy.
Love waits and is nice, even when it doesn’t want to.  Love does not want the things 
others have.  It does not tease people or demand that everything be done it’s way.  It 
is not mean and does not keep tract of wrong things others do.  It is not happy when 
people lie, but cheers when they tell the truth.   Love never stops trying, never stops 
believing, it is always full of hope, and love lives forever.
(Sherry Domer)
...13 The three most important things to have are faith, hope and love. But the great-
est of them is love. NIrV

That 1 Corinthians I put in my own words to help you understand that this love verse 
is for you.  The real 1 Corinthians 13 in the (NLT) is the one you will be learning:

1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love oth-
ers, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, 
but didn’t love others, I would be nothing.  
3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could 
boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing.

(NIV) 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
...13 ...these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is 
love. 

So what is Love?  The world says love is a feeling meaning you can fall in to and out 
off it.  (Have a pot of slime and a toy person falls in it) 
The Bible says:
1. God is love. (1 John 4:8)  “not slime”
2. Love is an action.  A response to God first loving us. (1 John 3:18) This slime is 
not love.  God’s love shows through our actions.  So if another man comes along and 
sees the person in the slime, and feels sorry for him and helps him out.  Now love 
has taken place. (Have another toy person and pretend he is walking along, sees the 
man, make a sorry face, and help the man out of the slime.)  Because love is an ac-
tion and not a feeling, we can choose to love even if we don’t feel like it.  Whether or 
not you feel like loving someone is not important, to the act of loving them.  
3. Love is our identity, it is who we are.  Others will know we are Christians by our 
love. (John 13:34-35)  Love works through us and tells others that Jesus lives in our 
hearts.  (hold up the “good samaritan” toy person)  This person showed God’s love 
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in side him.  Without love we look like everyone else, but Jesus said we are different.  
That difference is love.
4. Love never ends, “eternal.”  The Bible says that even people that don’t have 
God in their hearts can show love sometimes.  (They are still made in the image 
of God.)  But only God in us can show love all the time, even when people hurt us. 
(Luke 6:32-36)  Love your enemies and you will shine God’s love through you.  God 
not only wants us to love our enemies, he also wants us to love the stinky, icky and 
helpless.  The people that the world considers not worth anything.  Those are the 
exact people God wants you to love and serve.  You won’t become a movie star by 
serving  people no one else wants to be around, but you will learn about God’s love 
for you.  Because even before you knew anything about him, God loved you, and 
even though you were an icky sinner Jesus died for you.  

The verses from 1 Corinthians 13, we are going to remember this week are:
1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love oth-
ers, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, 
but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 

Important Point, week one:  What is love?  Love is God, it is an action through us; it 
is our identity; and it is eternal.  Love serves everyone, especially enemies and those 
that are “least” around us.

Direction week one:   Print out What is Love top and bottom and 1 Corinthians 13 
Heart Test top and bottom .   Print out one for each child.  
1.  Cut the “What is love top” on the dotted lines.  Glue the outside edges (on the 
underside) of the heart flaps on to the top of the “What is Love bottom.”  So that they 
open to show the verse.
2.  Cut out around the heart of the “1 Corinthians 13 Heart Test top and bottom.”  
(Remember it is easiest to cut out a heart shape if you first fold it in half.)  Fold the 
top heart in half and cut on the dotted lines.  Open the heart up and cut the right side 
of the top two horizontal cuts (cut on the diagonal), then switch to the left for the next 
cut, and switch again to the right.  You should be creating flaps inside the heart that 
open to the left then to the right then to the left, right and left.  Glue the outside edges 
of the top and place it on the bottom “1 Corinthian 13 Heart Test.”
Materials: Colors, slime (recipe below), a bowl with a “love” label, two small plastic 
toy people, scissors, crayons and glue.

Activities week one: Slim Recipe
Ingredients:
2 cups water boiling water
1/2 cup cornstarch
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5 drops green food coloring
1 cup cold water
Bring 2 cups water, 1/2 cup corn starch, and food coloring to a boil.  Mix continually.   
When it congeals take the pot off the burner and add one cup of cold water.  Store 
with the lid on.  I doubled the recipe because I had a glass gallon jar with a wide 
mouth.  
Materials: boiling water, cornstarch, green food coloring, 1 one quart wide mouth 
canning jar and lid
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What is Love?

1 Corinthians 13 (above)
Ephesians 5:2 
and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 

1 If I could speak all the languages 
of earth and of angels, but didn’t love 
others, I would only be a noisy gong 
or a clanging cymbal. NLT

2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I 
understood all of God’s secret plans 
and possessed all knowledge, and 
if I had such faith that I could move 
mountains, but didn’t love others, I 

would be nothing.  NLT

3 If I gave everything I have 
to the poor and even sac-

rificed my body, I could 
boast about it; but if I 

didn’t love others, 
I would have 

gained noth-
ing. NLT

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth.  7It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. NIV

...13 ...these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest 
of these is love. NIV
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What is Love top, print in red

1 Corinthians 13
What is Love?
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1 Corinthians 13 Heart Test bottom

1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I w
ould only be 

a noisy gong or a clanging cym
bal.  N

LT

2 If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of G
od’s secret plans and possessed 

all know
ledge, and if I had such faith that I could m

ove m
ountains, but didn’t love others, I 

w
ould be nothing. N

LT  

3 If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed m
y body, I could boast about 

it; but if I didn’t love others, I w
ould have gained nothing. N

LT

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 

record of w
rongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices w

ith the 
truth. 7 It alw

ays protects, alw
ays trusts, alw

ays hopes, alw
ays 

perseveres.  N
IV

...13 ...these three rem
ain: faith, 

hope and love. B
ut the greatest 

of these is love. N
IV
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1 Corinthians 13 Heart Test

M
y
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